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Abstract

The Master’s thesis titled “A Critique of Medieval Clericalism Based on an Analysis of
Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales” is the research that deals with the Medieval period,
specifically 14® century England.

The aim of the study is to analyze how Geoffrey Chaucer Manages to expose the
hypocrisy, materialism and moral degradation of the clergy in his work. The thesis focuses on
all the sections in Geoffrey Chaucer’s “Canterbury Tales” that reveal the hypocrisy and moral
depravity of the clergy. Special attention is given to the analysis of the social and religious
phenomena that influenced the author’s critical attitude toward clerical institutions.

The Master’s thesis combines both literary, historical and religious aspects. The
research uses a literary and historical-cultural analysis of the text, which makes it possible to
reveal Chaucer’s position towards medieval religious dogmatism and clericalism. This analysis
presents not only the material and spiritual background of the era, but also the cultural
discourse that Chaucer’s “Canterbury Tales” responds medieval public morality, the crisis of
church authority and issues of individual faith. This kind of approach makes it possible to
consider the author’s sarcasm not merely as a mockery, but rather as an important call to

society, demanding a reassessment and reform of the values of the church.



