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Abstract

This thesis investigates the concepts of sovereignty and the state of exception in the thought of
Carl Schmitt and Walter Benjamin. The research problem constitutes the confrontation between
the sovereign decision as theorized by Schmitt and the critical perspective of the 'state of
exception as the rule' as formulated by Benjamin. The relevance of the thesis is determined by the
growing importance of these concepts in contemporary political discourse, in which states often

resort to forms of emergency governance amidst global crises.

The aim of the thesis is to demonstrate, through comparative analysis, how Benjamin presents a

radical alternative to Schmitt's order-oriented model.

The research is based on a qualitative methodology, which includes conceptual, textual, and
comparative analysis. The research results demonstrate that Schmitt's sovereign is a 'katechontic’
(restraining) figure who postpones the catastrophic end of history, whereas Benjamin's
revolutionary subject is 'eschatological' and strives for the interruption of the historical
continuum. Benjamin's critique (the melancholic sovereign of the Trauerspiel, the Angel of
History) and his forms of salvation (the proletarian strike, the 'emergency brake') are unified in

the idea of the 'real' state of emergency.

The thesis presents a novel analysis of Benjamin's revolutionary project as a coherent and multi-

layered alternative to Schmitt's theory.

Keywords: Sovereignty, State of Exception, Political Theology, Divine Violence, Progress,

Revolution.



