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Abstract

Introduction: Migrants who use drugs often encounter a range of challenges that impact nearly
every aspect of their lives. Studying this issue is crucial for developing effective support
systems tailored to their unique needs. This study aims to explore the psychosocial needs and

conditions of Georgian drug user migrants residing in Barcelona, Spain.

Methodology: This study used a qualitative approach. A total of 15 semi-structured in-depth
interviews were conducted with Georgian drug user migrants who receive harm reduction
services in the organization ,REDAN" in the socially disadvantaged "La Mina" neighborhood
of Barcelona, known for the high prevalence of drug use and crime. The convenience sampling

method was applied. The collected data was processed through thematic analysis.

Results: The respondents face various social and health-related challenges, including illegal
status, unemployment, homelessness, conflicts with the law, mental health issues, substance
use-related disorder, and blood-borne infectious diseases. Their situation is highly unstable,
and they find themselves ensnared in a vicious cycle where psychosocial difficulties perpetuate
drug use behaviors, further hindering their ability to engage in treatment and rehabilitation;

on it’s turn, this deteriorates their psychosocial situation.

Conclusion: Georgian drug user migrants in the ,La Mina“ district of Barcelona represent an

exceptionally vulnerable group whose needs require a systemic multidisciplinary response
p y group q Y plinary resp

addressing their multiple psychosocial needs comprehensively.

Keywords: Drug use-related disorder, Migrant drug users, Harm reduction services, Georgian
migrants
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