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Abstract 

Neighborhood with Russia, an antagonist actor of NATO and European Union, is 

associated with great difficulties for post-Soviet Black Sea states, which is often manifested in 

the impact on their foreign policy. Accordingly, the aim of this master’s thesis is to study the 

role of neighborhood policy in the implementation of Georgia’s foreign policy. To achieve this 

goal, a qualitative research methodology was used, which included semi-structured interviews, 

desk research, discourse analysis, case study, and process tracing. The research confirmed 

Russia’s dominant role in obstructing Georgia’s foreign aspirations, for which direct military 

aggression and hybrid warfare mechanisms are methods of demonstrating force. The research 

also showed the importance of authoritarian neighborhood influences, which, in many cases, 

push the transitional state to violate human rights and deviate from the democratic agenda. 

The data obtained also showed the role of the West in the protection of post-Soviet states, 

although a number of challenges were highlighted, which ultimately cannot provide a turning 

point for this function. 

This study created knowledge (negative) about the desire for regional distribution of 

influence in the world, which is manifested in the actions of Great Powers (USA, Russia). 

An obstacle arose during the writing of the paper, namely, that it was not possible to 

provide comprehensive answers about the influence of the West in the post-Soviet space, since 

the Russian-Ukrainian war is in an active phase and the main development of events is still 

ahead. 

 

Key words: Georgian foreign policy, neighborhood context, West, authoritarian 

neighborhood, Russia. 

 


