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Abstract

The present study aims to investigate the core vocabulary of Georgian-speaking children aged
3.8 to 5.8 years during free play. The central research question focuses on the types of words
and phrases that dominate the speech of children in this age group. A descriptive research
method was employed, involving 12 children (6 girls and 6 boys) divided into small groups.
Each group was provided with a set of preselected toys in a sound-isolated room, where their
conversations were recorded. In the next stage, the recorded material was transcribed and
analyzed. The data were processed using the CLAN software, which provided frequency
information, and further examined in Excel to identify the words spoken by each child and
their respective quantities. Based on this, the most frequently used phrases were identified.
Ultimately, the 200 most frequently spoken words were selected and analyzed according to
parts of speech, as well as their morphological and functional characteristics. As aresult, a core

vocabulary for Georgian-speaking children was developed.

The findings of this study are expected to be of significant value to speech and language
therapists, linguists, psychologists, and educators in better understanding the linguistic
development of children and in developing appropriate methodologies for practical work. The
results also contribute to improving and supporting communication for users of augmentative

and alternative communication (AAC) systems.
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