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Abstract

The present study explores the influence of mortality salience on prejudice toward
homosexuals and the strengthening of cultural worldviews within the framework of the Terror
Management Theory (TMT). A total of 116 participants took part in the experiment and were
randomly assigned to either an experimental (/V=58) or control (/V=58) group. Participants in
the experimental condition were asked to write about the emotions they experienced when
thinking about their own death, while the control group completed a neutral writing task.
Afterwards, both groups completed questionnaires measuring social distance and cultural
worldviews. The results showed that mortality salience increased negative attitudes toward
homosexuals, strengthened pro-cultural worldviews, and weakened anti-cultural worldviews.
Additionally, men showed significantly higher prejudice toward homosexuals compared to
women, especially in the control group. Also, women scored higher on anti-cultural factors on
average, although this difference was statistically significant only in the control group. The
correlational analysis revealed theoretically consistent associations: prejudice toward
homosexuals was positively correlated with pro-cultural worldviews, while no statistically
significant correlations were found with anti-cultural worldviews. Overall, the findings
support the core principles of the Terror Management Theory, suggesting that reminding one’s
own mortality can significantly strengthen cultural worldviews and increase negative attitudes

toward sexual minorities.

Keywords: mortality salience, prejudice, cultural worldview, homosexuals, terror management

theory.
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