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RESUME

This paper is dedicated to the exploration of the medieval cemetery of Dmanisi,
aiming to present the results of previously conducted historical and archaeological
research, as well as to outline future scholarly directions necessary for the
comprehensive study of the site. In this context, the paper discusses both the
methodological approaches and possible pathways that would support a deeper
understanding of the cemetery’s complex structure. One of the key objectives is to
highlight the historical and cultural significance of Dmanisi as a prominent urban
center in medieval Georgia and to delineate the research perspectives for

subsequent stages of investigation.

Archaeological interest in the medieval settlement of Dmanisi dates back to the
1930s, initiated by Ivane Javakhishvili and carried out under the direct supervision
of Levan Muskhelishvili. Systematic excavations resumed in the 1960s and have
continued into the present day. Despite the periodic nature of archaeological work
on the Dmanisi cemetery throughout these decades, various academic aspects
remain understudied, and existing data require further elaboration and
supplementation. The present study is intended to contribute to this endeavor by
presenting and analyzing the most recent findings related to the cemetery’s

medieval context.

The paper examines gravestones bearing Georgian, Armenian, and Arabic
inscriptions discovered at the Dmanisi burial ground, with particular emphasis on

the rarity and uniqueness of the Georgian-inscribed medieval tombstones. The



analytical section is devoted to assessing the scholarly implications of these

discoveries and offering interpretations of their historical context.

Furthermore, the study addresses the ethnic and religious transformations of
Dmanisi’s population in the Middle Ages, which occurred in parallel with the city’s
development as a vital commercial, economic, and cultural hub. It is evident that
the multicultural and multi-confessional character of the town is clearly reflected
in the visual and structural composition of the cemetery. The coexistence of diverse
communities is also visible in the city’s architectural heritage — including Christian
churches, mosques, and other religious structures — reaffirming the city's

cosmopolitan identity.

One of the central goals of this paper is to contribute to the perception of Dmanisi
not only as a prehistoric site associated with early human discoveries but also as a
vibrant and significant urban center of the medieval period, whose cultural scope

and complexity deserve greater scholarly attention.

It should also be noted that this study incorporates findings from archaeological
research conducted on the Dmanisi cemetery and surrounding settlement during

the years 2020-2021, in which the author was directly involved.

Keyword list: DMANISI, medieval DMANISI, DMANISI tombs, tombstones with
Georgian, Arabic and Armenian inscriptions, Islamic memorial monuments,

Christian memorial monuments, Burial inventory/jewelry.
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