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Abstract

This paper presents linguistic-pragmatic analysis of the following films: “Primal Fear” (1996),
“The Usual Suspects” (1995), “The Prestige” (2006), “Sherlock Holmes” (2009). It studies
linguistic material of above-mentioned films and discusses them in terms of linguistic

politeness.

The paper discusses John Austin’s concept of speech acts as well as the theory of politeness
according to Brown and Levinson, Geoffrey Leech and Sachiko Ide. The theory of Brown

and Levinson and the maxims of Geoffrey Leech are selected as the basis of our research.

The study presents four detective English feature films, two of which represent the new era,
the other two depicit the old era. On the basis of their research, it became possible to

compare the peculiarities of speech acts of different periods in terms of politeness.

Research has shown that the use of negative politeness strategies is more representative for
the 19% century than the positive ones. Furthermore, there are certain lexical differences

between the speech acts of these two periods.

Key words: Linguistic Pragmatics; Brown and Levinson’s Theory; Positive politeness;

Negative politeness; Maxims of Geoffrey Leech; Sachiko Ide.



