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Abstract

This paper examines the process of the formation of the tea industry in Western Georgia during
the first years of industrialization and collectivization of the Soviet Union. The study of this
process shows how the transformation of the agricultural system was carried out and what

processes were associated with the industrialization of Georgia during this period.

Large-scale tea cultivation in Western Georgia dates back to the late 1920s and early 1930s of the
Soviet Union. During this period, the foundation of the tea industry in Georgia was laid - tea
plantations, processing factories and research institutes were established. In the last years of the

Soviet Union, Georgia produced an average of 135,000 tons of tea.

Based on scientific literature and archival materials, the paper reviews tea cultivation in Georgia
from 1926 to 1932. More specifically, how and under what conditions tea cultivation began in

Soviet Georgia.

The work initially reviews the general economic policy of the Soviet Union in the 1920s and
during the first five-year plan, the development of the socialist sectors of agriculture, characterizes
collective farms and Soviet farms; characterizes the general economic situation in Georgia in the
1920s. Based on archival sources, it reviews in more detail what processes were associated with

the development of tea plantations in 1926-32, the development of tea soviet and collective farms.

The study showed that initially tea cultivation was carried out by issuing long-term loans to
individual peasant farms, and since 1927, preference was given to collective farms. As a result, the

share of collective farms in tea plantations increased in the following years.

Based on the results of the study, it can be said that the main difficulties that accompanied the
cultivation of tea on a large scale at the first stage were the issue of supply, as technical crops
squeezed out grain crops and livestock in western Georgia. Without supply, peasants had little

incentive to grow tea.

Another difficulty was the shortage of labor, especially in Soviet farms. The problem was the
absence of communal housing and their condition. During this period, the mechanization of
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agriculture began, although due to the shortage of tractors and the lack of specialists, its impact

was small in the first years.

Despite the difficulties, the tea area reached 25,500 ha during the first five-year plan, and the tea
grown there was already being processed by 9 tea factories. The first five-year plan laid the
foundation for the development of the tea industry, which gradually developed in the 1930s and

later.
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