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Abstract

This thesis aims to explore the role of Soviet ethno-federalism in triggering ethnic
conflicts in the post-Soviet space. It seeks to demonstrate how the structural and symbolic
characteristics of ethno-federalism contributed to the politicization of ethnic identities and
facilitated conflict in the aftermath of Soviet disintegration. Which characteristics of Soviet
ethnofederalism contributed to its role as a significant factor in the emergence of ethnic

conflicts in the post-Soviet space?"

The research is based on a hypothesis that Soviet ethno-federalism, as a system of
politically and ethnically delineated territorial units, provided the institutional foundation for
identity consolidation and rising expectations, which, under conditions of central weakness,
evolved into mass ethnic mobilization and conflict. The theoretical framework combines
structuralist and identity-based approaches, including Ted Gurr’s theory of relative

deprivation, primordialism and instrumentalism, and Erin Jenne’s model of triadic conflict.

Methodologically, the thesis relies on comparative case study analysis, document-
based research, and the interpretation of semi-structured expert interviews. The selected cases
are the Autonomous Republics of Abkhazia and Chechnya, two entities with distinct statuses
but similar trajectories of post-Soviet conflict. The analysis reveals that despite significant
geopolitical and elite-level differences, the institutional legacy of Soviet ethno-federalism in

both cases enabled the politicization of identity and legitimization of sovereignty demands.

Keywords: Soviet ethno-federalism, ethnicity, Chechnya, Abkhazia, Soviet Union



