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Abstract

This study examines the role of social movements in the democratization process through a
comparative analysis of two post-Soviet countries—Georgia (2024-25) and Ukraine (2013-14).
Its aim is to explore how the structural composition of movements, identity politics, and
international support influence political transformations in the face of resistance from
authoritarian regimes. The central research question asks how the structural and ideological
configuration of social movements affects democratization in authoritarian environments.
Two hypotheses are formulated, with particular emphasis on the idea that horizontally
organized and symbolically powerful movements, supported by external actors, are more
resilient under political pressure. The theoretical framework of the study incorporates three
main approaches: political opportunity theory, resource mobilization theory, and framing
theory. The methodology is based on qualitative analysis, including primary interviews and
content/discourse analysis of media materials. The findings indicate that narratives reinforced
through identity politics, online mobilization, and international solidarity significantly
contribute to democratic transitions. Consequently, social movements emerge not as

temporary protests, but as actors of systemic change in the post-Soviet context.
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framing, international support, collective identity.



