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Abstract

In recent years, far-right populist parties have gained significant ground across the European
Union. While economic pressures and immigration are often seen as major drivers, this thesis
focuses on a less visible but equally important factor: how digital platforms shape political views and
promote online radicalization. The study investigates how far-right actors use social media and
messaging platforms to spread radical narratives, foster emotional engagement, and influence

public opinion—especially among digitally active users.

The research is based on a qualitative, literature-based comparative case study of four EU
member states: France, Germany, Hungary, and Italy. Through discourse analysis of political
messaging and digital strategies, the thesis explores how online environments contribute to political
polarization and increase support for far-right populist movements. It draws on theories of populism,
media influence, and radicalization to understand how algorithmic systems and emotional content

work together to create closed echo chambers and ideological bubbles.

The findings suggest that digital spaces play a crucial role in the rise of far-right movements,
not only by amplifying their messages but also by normalizing extreme views. Although each country
shows different paths and political contexts, the digital strategies used by these movements share
key similarities. The thesis concludes that access to digital platforms facilitates the spread of radical

ideas and helps far-right populist actors grow stronger in both visibility and legitimacy.

Keywords: online radicalization, far-right populism, political communication, digital platforms,
European Union
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