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Abstract

This research examines the causes behind Russia's use of hybrid warfare and the conditions
under which it succeeds or fails, drawing on cases of three Eastern European countries —
Georgia, Ukraine, and Moldova. The August 2008 war is analyzed in the context of Georgia, the
2014 annexation of Crimea in the case of Ukraine, and Moldova is studied through the lens of
the 2024 referendum and parliamentary elections. The aim of the research is to explore these
case studies comparatively in order to identify the main driving factor behind Russia’s aggressive
actions. A qualitative approach was used, based primarily on literature analysis and logical
reasoning of secondary materials, to determine the circumstances under which Russia resorts to
both conventional and unconventional forms of warfare. The analysis began by identifying key
aspects of each country’s relationship with the West. The study also traces the historical
development of Georgia's, Ukraine's, and Moldova’s foreign relations and the impact these

trajectories have had on Russia’s strategic responses.
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