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Abstract

The aim of this study is to identify the main factors that led Georgia to put the design of its
electoral system on the agenda in 2020 and to transition to a fully proportional model in 2024.
The study also aims to assess the role of political elites in the process of changing the electoral
system and analyze how the system change affected the dynamics of competition between parties.
The study used a semi-structured interview method. The results and conclusion of the study show
that the logic of Duverger's laws, according to which proportional systems contribute to the
formation of a multi-party parliament, was not confirmed in the case of Georgia. Accordingly,
Sartor's criticism was justified - Duverger's laws operate only in structured party systems.
Nevertheless, Duverger's main thesis that the electoral system affects the behavior of parties is
confirmed. However, taking into account Sartorius' causal model, which partially modifies
Duverger's main thesis (electoral systems influence the party system, and the party system
influences the strategies and behavior of individual parties), the study also confirmed that in the
Georgian reality, political elites were not passive players and had a significant impact on the
process of changing the design of the electoral system. It was also revealed that the behavior of
elites was determined by a combination of both exogenous (the European Union, the Charles
Michel Agreement) and endogenous (social protests, civil society pressure, the involvement of

opposition forces and NGOs) factors.

Keywords: electoral reform, proportional representation, party competition, political elites,

Duverger’s laws, Sartor’s theory, Georgian politics.



