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Abstract

This thesis explores the impact of WikiLeaks’ activities on the international reputation and trust
toward the United States, with a particular focus on the Middle East. The research is based on four
core cases: the “Collateral Murder” video, the Afghan and Iraq War Logs, and the Guantanamo Files.
The aim is to determine how these disclosures damaged the U.S. image as a defender of human rights
and a leader of a rules-based international order.

The methodological framework relies on case study analysis, comparative case study, discourse
analysis, and content analysis. The research draws on a wide range of academic literature and media
sources, including “The New York Times”, “The Guardian”, “Der Spiegel”, and “Al Jazeera”.
Theoretically, the thesis is grounded in social constructivism, soft power theory, and the normative
power theory.

The analysis demonstrates that the materials released by WikiLeaks revealed serious violations of
human rights, humanitarian law, and democratic principles. The findings indicate that the U.S.
government often justified or overlooked actions that contradicted its publicly declared values.
Particularly harsh criticism was directed at the Guantanamo Files, which revealed widespread use of
torture, arbitrary detention, and systematic disregard for international legal standards.

The discourses constructed by international media, whether critical, neutral, or institutionally aligned,
significantly influenced public perception and political responses. Notably, while some Western
outlets maintained a tone of journalistic restraint, Middle Eastern and European platforms like “Al
Jazeera” and “The Guardian” expressed a more emotional and moral protest.

In conclusion, the thesis argues that WikiLeaks’ revelations not only intensified debates over
international law and media ethics, but also severely undermined the United States’ global image and
weakened international trust, especially in regions where the U.S. had previously positioned itself as

a promoter of democratic values.

Key Words: WikiLeaks, United States, international reputation, trust, soft power, constructivism,
human rights, Guantdnamo Bay, Iraq War Logs, Afghan War Logs, information leak, international

media, Collateral Murder, disclosure.



