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Abstract

The aim of this study was to investigate the prevalence and types of speech sound
substitutions in typically developing children aged 4 to 5 years, as well as to examine age-
related and regional differences in these processes. The study involved 40 children (17 girls,
23 boys) from Thilisi and two regions of Georgia. Data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics and one-way ANOVA.

Results showed that the most common substitution processes were fronting (77.5%),
consonant omission (80%), and dissimilation (85%). Among complex articulation sounds, the
substitution of /r/ was observed in 95%, /[/ in 47.5%, /t [/ in 17.5%, and /dz/ in 25% of cases.
ANOVA results indicated no statistically significant differences between the 4- and 5-year-
old groups in the frequency or types of sound substitutions (all p > 0.05). Regional differences
in substitution patterns were also not significant (p = 1.000).

In conclusion, substitution processes are widely present in the speech of children aged 4 to 5
years; however, there are no significant age-related or regional differences between the
groups. These findings are important for assessing and planning intervention for children’s

speech development.



