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Abstract

The study aims to analyze the similar and different characteristics of the strategies
implemented by the political elites of the Host state, autonomous entity and Kin state. The
study showed the different post-conflict outcomes of the conflicts in Abkhazia, Crimea and
Nagorno-Karabakh. The paper examines the concepts of irredentism and secession; their
endogenous and exogenous factors; special emphasis is placed on the role of political elites and

autonomy in the course of conflicts.

Both qualitative and quantitative methods (mixed methodology) were implemented for the
research process. Within the framework of the qualitative approach, desk research, case study,
process observation method, discourse analysis and semi-structured interviews were carried
out. The information obtained was processed using the technique of comparative analysis. The
quantitative part is based on diagrams constructed through content analysis; Which clearly
visualizes the studied narratives of the conflict parties. The study analyzed the ways in which
political elites interpret and use autonomy, their narratives, and expert opinions. Content
analysis identified keywords and phrases characteristic of each party that reflect the
perception of the conflict. Discourse analysis revealed that autonomy is not a universal cause
of secession and irredentism, although its instrumentalization by political elites has a
significant impact on the escalation-de-escalation of conflicts. In addition, attention was paid

to exogenous factors, including the role of Russia in the three conflicts under consideration.

The study showed that political elites play a crucial role in the mobilization of ethnic groups
and  the implementation of  irredentist/secession goals through the
construction/instrumentalization of political institutions and symbols. The strategic choices of
political elites, together with the use of autonomy, the construction of narratives, and
exogenous factors, play a crucial role in the development of irredentist and separatist

aspirations and the ultimate post-conflict outcomes.

Keywords: conflict, irredentism, secession, autonomy, political elites.
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