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Abstract

Colchis and the existence of culture widespread in it are a very important event in world history.
The study, classification and analysis of the religion and beliefs of the inhabitants of this region
requires considerable work. Therefore, it is necessary to work on this topic step by step.

This work discusses material dating back to the 8th — 1st centuries BC, historical sources, myths,
legends and their alleged connections with each other. The first chapter of the work is devoted
entirely to written and oral sources. What I considered necessary to create a general idea of the
characters, their history, rituals, attributes, etc. Here are presented: local, Georgian gods,
characters from Greek mythology, the cult of Mithras, Egyptian and Sumerian moments are also

mentioned.

The second, main chapter of the work is entirely concerned with archaeological samples. The
material discovered from the monuments excavated in different periods is divided into functional
categories: vessels (both ceramics and metal); jewelry; glyptics; statues; numismatics and temple
complexes. It is worth noting that in some cases, the categories intersect. For example, statues and
figures in general were often presented not separately, but as part of an object. It could be an axe
handle or pieces of pottery. The glyptic samples examined here also had two functions, both
printing and jewelry. The samples presented were distributed according to which category they
belonged to the most. This is certainly not the final, decisive purpose. It was arranged this way

only for the practicality of reading the work.

The work does not include all the samples that can depict the symbolism of any deity and coincide
with the time period. There are a large number of such items. Some of them are even beyond the
borders of the then Colchis, in the eastern part of Georgia. The inclusion of these samples requires
an absolutely different format. Moreover, due to the abundance of material, it is not possible to
single out any of the already selected artifacts for a more in-depth analysis.

I hope that this work will lay the foundation for future research and will be a kind of simple
introduction, the first step towards fully exploring this topic.

Key search words: Colchis, Colchian, ancient period, Hellenistic period; anthropomorphic,
zoomorphic, ceramics, goldsmithing, jewelry, Van, Sairkh, pine forest, temple complex, Greek
myths, Mithras, Achaemenid.
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