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Abstract

The present study aims to determine, based on the analysis of one child's spontaneous language,
how their linguistic behavior differs in interaction with communication partners - peers versus
adults. The research focuses on both syntactic and lexical as well as pragmatic aspects of language.
For example, how frequently and in what ways the child uses symbolic expressions in different

social contexts.

The data includes analysis of video recordings of the child between ages 3-5 years. For linguistic
analysis, the following measures were used: Mean Length of Utterance (MLU), Mean Turn Length
during conversation (MTU), and lexical diversity (Type/Token ratio), which allows for assessment
of language complexity and lexical variety. MLT and Type/Token processing was conducted using
the CLAN program. MLU processing was done manually and then reflected in quantitative data.

Meanwhile, symbolic expressions were processed through qualitative analysis.

The study aims to determine how language changes according to different communication
partners and how the interlocutor's own language influences the child. In this way, the research
reveals the impact of social interaction on the child's lexical-semantic development and

contributes to a deeper understanding of the speech and language development process.

The results showed that during communication with adults, the child's Mean Turn Length (MLT)
was higher, while in interactions with peers, lexical diversity (TTR) was greater. Additionally, the
child used on average more symbolic expressions when interacting with peers, particularly at age
4.8 years, which facilitated the development of more cooperative and planned play schemes. Thus,
the research reveals the impact of social interaction on the child's lexical-semantic development

and contributes to a deeper understanding of the speech and language development process.



