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Abstract

This thesis explores the integration process of international students in Georgia, using Ilia State
University as a case study. The aim of the research is to examine the experiences of foreign
students in academic and social settings, and to identify the challenges and opportunities they
face—particularly about to language barriers, cultural differences, psychosocial support, and

discrimination.

The findings reveal specific issues that significantly hinder communication between international
students and local peers as well as other members of society, intensifying their sense of being
foreign and different. The research also highlights cultural and societal difficulties, along with
instances of discrimination, which negatively affect the students’ psychosocial well-being and

adaptation process.

Although the study confirms the existence of specific support mechanisms within the university,

including educational and social services, their scope and effectiveness are still insufficient.

The results suggest that a more comprehensive approach is necessary to ensure the full integration
of international students. Active and collaborative engagement from both universities and state
institutions is essential to facilitate students’ adaptation and promote diversity within Georgian

society.

The thesis provides important insights and practical recommendations that are crucial for
supporting the successful integration of international students in Georgia’s higher education

system and for enhancing their academic and social well-being.

Keywords: international students, integration, Ilia State University, language barrier, social

inclusion, psychosocial support, discrimination
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