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Abstract

This master’s thesis examines the impact of the quality of intra-party democracy on public
trust in opposition parties and, more broadly, on democratic decline in Georgia. The paper uses a
qualitative research methodology, including semi-structured interviews and quantitative survey
analysis. The research shows that in a large part of the opposition parties, the mechanisms of intra-
party democracy are poorly developed or superficial. The state party system is characterized by a
high degree of elite dominance, a lack of transparency, inclusiveness and accountability. As a
result, even in the event of electoral defeat, the party structure often remains unchanged, which
seriously weakens the mechanisms of democratic change. The results of the study show that the
deficit of intra-party democracy contributes to the closure of political processes, the decline of

trust, and creates one of the solid foundations for democratic regression.

Keywords - intra-party democracy, opposition parties, ruling party, elite, public trust,

democratic regression.
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