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Abstract

The transitional period from the Georgian Soviet Socialist Republic to independent Georgia was
marked by profound political dissent and social fragmentation. The 1990 Supreme Soviet elections
—both a legal and symbolic turning point— took place under conditions of intense confrontation.
Divisions within the National Movement, a broad coalition advocating for independence, deepened
over time, undermining hopes for unity even around their shared central goal: the declaration of
independence. This internal fragmentation ultimately culminated in a violent coup d’état, which

shaped Georgia’s political trajectory for at least the following decade.

This thesis seeks to analyze the underlying causes of this destructive political crisis. Based on a
range of primary sources and scholarly approaches, it emphasizes the pivotal role of individual
agency. The findings suggest that the personal characteristics, psychological traumas, and individual

motivations of key political figures were central to the escalation of this conflict.

In contexts of systemic collapse and institutional weakness, the influence of individual actors on the
political process becomes significantly intensified. Thus, a close examination of these personal
dynamics not only enhances our understanding of Georgia’s transitional crisis but also contributes to

broader efforts at identifying early warning signs and preventing similar outcomes in future.



