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Abstract

In the context of contemporary transnational relations, the political role of diasporas has
significantly increased and gained critical importance, particularly for states undergoing
processes of democratization. Against the backdrop of technological advancement,
globalization, and large-scale migration, diasporas have emerged as non-state actors
functioning as political subjects capable of influencing both the domestic and foreign policy

directions of their countries of origin.

This study aims to evaluate the role of the diaspora as a transnational political actor in
transitional democracies, focusing specifically on the cases of Georgia and Moldova. It analyzes
the 2020 parliamentary elections in Georgia and the 2020 presidential elections in Moldova to
reveal the extent of diasporic participation and its impact on electoral processes and foreign

policy orientation.

The methodology of the research is based on a mixed-methods approach. Specifically, the
quantitative component employs a questionnaire distributed among representatives of the
diaspora from both countries, while the qualitative analysis is grounded in semi-structured
interviews conducted with experts in the field, specialists, and politically active individuals.
The theoretical framework incorporates the theory of transnationalism, the two-level game
model, the conceptual framework of external voting, and the theory of soft power. This
combination allows for the interpretation of diaspora political engagement as an integral part

of both domestic and international politics.

The findings indicate that the Moldovan diaspora demonstrated a high degree of political
mobilization, which proved decisive in the outcome of the 2020 presidential election. Their
support for a pro-European agenda and the state's willingness to engage with diaspora
communities strategically position Moldova as an effective transnational model. In contrast,
the Georgian diaspora, despite the activism of certain groups, remains fragmented due to
institutional barriers and insufficient political engagement by the state, resulting in lower

levels of participation.



This research concludes that diasporas should not be viewed merely as external communities
or sources of remittances, but rather as significant political resources with tangible influence.
The degree of their engagement determines the depth of democratic consolidation, state
legitimacy, and the internationalization of foreign policy. In transitional democracies, diaspora
mobilization is not a secondary issue, but a key factor shaping political stability and

geopolitical integration.

Keywords: diaspora, emigrants, Moldova, Georgia, transitional democracy, transnational actor,

pre-electoral period, electoral process, transnational relations, country of origin.
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