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Abstract

This thesis examines the manifestation of symbolic play skills in 5- to 6-year-old children
with typical language development and those with language impairments. The aim of the
study is to identify how the level of symbolization and the characteristics of language use
differ between these two groups during play interactions with both peers and adults. The
research adopts a mixed-method approach, combining qualitative and quantitative
methodologies. Data were collected through structured video observations, and analyzed
using Michael Casby’s Symbolic Play Assessment framework; linguistic aspects were

processed via the CLAN program (measuring MLU, MLT, and TTR).

The results reveal that children with typical development display more advanced symbolic
abilities, such as the use of active-other-as-agent roles, complex play schemes, and greater
lexical diversity, while children with language impairments tend to rely on simpler schemes
and real objects. Notably, children with language impairments demonstrated relatively

stronger linguistic outcomes during peer interactions.

Grounded in Vygotsky’s concept of the Zone of Proximal Development, as well as the
theoretical models of Bruner and Casby, this study demonstrates that symbolic play not only
reflects cognitive and linguistic developmental levels but also contributes to the
advancement of these abilities through appropriate social contexts. The findings highlight
the therapeutic and educational potential of symbolic play in supporting children with

language impairments.



