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Abstract

The study examines the impact of climate change on conflict escalation in the Sahel region
and examines how different levels of development affect the climate-conflict relationship.
Through a comparative analysis of six Sahelian countries, divided into more developed and
less developed groups, the study determines whether climate change is acting as a threat
multiplier, disproportionately affecting countries with limited adaptive capacity.

The study uses a qualitative methodology that incorporates comparative case studies and
concept analysis to examine the dynamics of climate conflict between 2019 and 2023. Data
sources include academic literature, institutional reports, policy documents, media coverage,
and conflict datasets, which are analyzed through systematic thematic analysis and cross-
comparison.

The study hypothesizes that climate change is exacerbating existing vulnerabilities and
increasing the risk of conflict in the Sahel. The study examines how climate-induced
environmental stresses — including changes in precipitation, rising temperatures and extreme
weather events — interact with social, economic and political factors to influence conflict
dynamics.

The findings reveal important differences. Less developed countries are more vulnerable,
particularly in the context of competition for resources, reduced institutional capacity to
manage climate-related tensions and limited economic resources for adaptation measures.

More developed countries demonstrate greater resilience through stronger governance



structures, diversified economies and enhanced adaptive capacities, although they remain
vulnerable to climate-related security challenges.

The study contributes to a better understanding of climate-security linkages in the Sahel by
providing empirical evidence of the moderating role of development in the climate-conflict
relationship.

The conclusion suggests that addressing climate-related conflict risks requires differentiated
approaches that are context-specific, emphasizing institution-building, economic
diversification, and enhanced adaptive capacity. In less developed countries, it is necessary to

introduce regional cooperation and early warning systems.

“Keywords:™ Climate change, conflict, Sahel, environmental security.



