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Abstract

The master's thesis, "Electronic Elections: An Instrument of Reform or Consolidation of Power?",
investigates the political dimensions of implementing electronic voting systems. It analyzes how
technologies can be utilized either to promote democratic reforms or, conversely, by authoritarian

and hybrid regimes to consolidate power.

The central research questions focus on the political motives driving the adoption of electronic
elections and the types of systems that pose the highest risk of manipulation. The study
hypothesizes that governments inclined towards authoritarianism introduce electronic systems
under the guise of reform and modernization to increase latent control over electoral processes.
It further posits that centralized, non-transparent systems lacking independent oversight and

audit mechanisms are the primary tools for such power consolidation.

The research is based on a comparative case study methodology, examining the experiences of
five countries: Estonia, the Netherlands, Russia, Venezuela, and Georgia. The analysis is grounded
in the theoretical frameworks of competitive authoritarianism (Levitsky & Way), how
democracies die (Levitsky & Ziblatt), and electoral authoritarianism (Schedler). The thesis aims
to explain the political motivations behind the adoption of these technologies and the contextual

factors that determine their impact on democratic processes.



