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Abstract

The thesis explores the strategic use of rhetorical devices — specifically ethos, pathos,
and logos — as tools of propaganda and power dynamics in the 2024 presidential debates and
Campaign Performances of Donald Trump and Kamala Harris.

The theoretical framework of the thesis is based on Jonathan Charteris-Black's
modern model, which draws on the methods of Aristotle's classical rhetoric. The work of
Norman Fairclough, Ruth Wodak, and Robin Lakoff is also used. Theoretical approaches are
linked to empirical analysis to provide an in-depth assessment of the role of political rhetoric
and propaganda in the formation of power and public perception.

The study aims to explore how both candidates use rhetorical devices of propaganda,
through the interaction of ethos, pathos, and logos, to gain credibility, assert authority,
create an political image, manage emotions, and manipulate public opinion.

The research is based on a mixed methodology: the quantitative analysis includes an
assessment of six propaganda rhetorical devices (name-calling, glittering generalities, card
stacking, transfer, bandwagon, fear-based appeals), while the qualitative analysis focuses on
168 rhetorical examples (84 for each candidate).

The comparative analysis reveals clear differences in style, intensity of tone, and
communicative goals: Trump’s rhetoric is often aggressive, dominance-oriented, and relies
on emotional and fear-based strategies, while Harris’s rhetoric focuses on ethical values,
inclusiveness, and democratic ideals.

The study confirms that language is not only a means of communication, but also a
mechanism for constructing power and establishing ideological frameworks.

The thesis includes a literature review, a discussion of the theoretical framework, and
an empirical section. The analysis examines the rhetorical strategies of Trump and Harris,
their impact on audiences, and the outcomes.

The conclusion summarizes the main findings and assesses the role of rhetorical strategies
and propaganda in shaping political discourse. It contributes to an in-depth analysis of the

influence of political rhetoric in contemporary democratic discourse.

Key words: Political rhetoric, propaganda devices, ethos, pathos, logos, power dynamics,

political communication, discourse analysis, ideological frameworks.
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