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Abstract 

This paper examines how the fragile security environment in a country affects the trajectory 

of European integration in post-Soviet states. The main focus of the study is the case of Georgia, 

while a comparative analysis of Romania and Bulgaria complements the paper. The paper 

examines how the ability of states to meet EU political and security standards is hampered by 

internal challenges such as corruption, weak institutions and democratic backsliding, as well 

as external threats such as Russian pressure. 

The study uses a qualitative, inductive methodology through desk research and process 

monitoring, drawing on the theory of Europeanization. The aim is to analyze the interaction 

between internal insecurity and the dynamics of EU integration, comparing the Georgian 

experience with the experiences of Romania and Bulgaria. The study shows that persistent 

security threats can trap post-Soviet space countries in a cycle of institutional weakness and 

limited EU progress. The findings indicate that while EU conditionality provides a strong 

framework for reform, its effectiveness is limited in an environment where security trends are 

fragile and sovereignty and stability are at risk. 

The main research question was defined as: How do security challenges affect the pace and 

trajectory of Georgia’s European integration? 

Hypothesis: Persistent internal and external security challenges, in particular corruption, 

institutional weakness, democratic backsliding and Russian influence critically undermine 

Georgia’s ability to adhere to EU conditionality mechanisms. These challenges create a 

feedback loop of insecurity and state weakness, which hinders reforms implementation and 

compliance with EU standards. As a result, this delays or hinders the integration process. 

Keywords: European integration, security, challenges, Georgia, Bulgaria, Romania. 

 

 

 


