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Abstract

This thesis investigates how the populist discourse of Georgia’s parliamentary political parties
influenced the country’s EU integration process between 2012 and 2024. The aim of the
research is to analyze how populist rhetoric evolved throughout this period, how parties
framed the topic of EU integration within their political strategies, and how this discourse

contributed to shaping public perceptions of the EU integration process.

The selected time frame—2012 to 2024—is divided into three periods: 2012-2016, 2017-2021,
and 2022-2024. This periodization allows for the assessment of discursive transformations over
time and the analysis of how significant political and social developments influenced the

populist narratives about EU integration.

The theoretical framework of the thesis bases on populism theory (both left-wing and right-
wing), Europeanization theory and ethno-symbolist interpretations of nationalism.
Methodologically, the research is based on qualitative discourse analysis supported by NVivo
software. The dataset includes public speeches of political leaders, party documents, and

official statements.

Through coding, key discursive themes were identified, including “European Integration,”

“national sovereignty,” “economic problems,” “identity,” “history,” “the people,” “threat,”

» « ”» <«

“traditions,” “the past,” “the future,” and binary oppositions such as “us” vs. “them.”

The findings approve that the use of populist discourse varied across periods both in form and
substance. From 2022 onward, right-wing populist themes intensified, particularly
emphasizing the threat to national identity and sovereignty allegedly posed by EU integration.
This discourse contributed to growing public skepticism toward the integration process, as it

framed it as a potential loss of national identity.

Conversely, left-wing populist themes were more prevalent in the rhetoric of opposition

parties, portraying EU integration as a solution to socioeconomic inequality and a path toward



justice. These themes declined in salience over time and were less pronounced in the ruling

party’s discourse.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that populist discourse functions as a powerful political
instrument through which parties strategically construct and reframe the meaning and public

significance of EU integration within the context of domestic political competition.

Key Words: European Integration, National Sovereignty, The People, The Elites, Economical

Issues, Danger, National Identity
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