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Abstract

This study examines the foreign policy of the Democratic Republic of Georgia toward the
Kuban People’s Republic and the peasant-led “Green Movement” in the Black Sea region
during the Russian Civil War (1918-1920). At a time when Georgia’s independence was
deemed unacceptable by both the Bolsheviks and the White Movement, the Georgian
government devised and systematically pursued a strategy of establishing democratic buffer

zones along its northwestern frontier to ensure national security.

The central argument of the thesis is that Georgia’s policy toward these regions, including its
support for various democratic groups within them, was not solely driven by pragmatic
considerations, but was also deeply rooted in shared ideological values and a common
democratic identity. Drawing on primary sources—including press materials, diplomatic
correspondence, and official documents—as well as existing literature, the study demonstrates
how Georgia sought to position itself as a normative power committed to democratic principles
in a turbulent region. This approach may be characterized as a form of democratic export, aimed

at containing the anti-democratic threats emerging from southern Russia.



