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Abstract

The combination of a Soviet legacy and the ongoing formation of a democratic civil society
in Georgia creates an environment where researching homophobic attitudes is not only a
matter of social wellbeing, but is also important in the context of Georgia’s geopolitical
challenges. The main goal of the present study was to examine the role of age, empathy,
social dominance orientation, and political ideologies in predicting homophobic attitudes,
specifically toward gay men and transgender individuals. The study is cross-sectional and
employs a quantitative research method. The results showed that participants exhibited
higher levels of prejudice toward transgender individuals. Political ideologies—mnamely
conservatism and ethnocentrism—positively predicted prejudice toward both gay men and
transgender individuals. The findings also revealed that age has statistical significance only in
case of gay men. Empathy, however, is not a significant variable in either model.
Additionally, the mediation analysis indicated a complex relationship between age and
prejudice. On the one hand, higher age is associated with higher levels of prejudice; on the
other hand, higher age reduces prejudice through a decrease in ethnocentrism. Moreover,
the results suggest that among the two dimensions of social dominance orientation, only the
dominance dimension predicts negative attitudes toward transgender individuals. In case of
gay men, neither the dominance nor the anti-egalitarianism dimension showed statistical
significance.

Keywords: Homophobia, Prejudice, Age, Social Dominance Orientation, Conservatism,

Ethnocentrism, Empathy.
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