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Abstract

This thesis aims to analyze the impact of the project-based learning (PBL) approach on the
development of civic and economic literacy among fourth-grade students. The study is grounded
in the framework of Design-Based Research (DBR).

The target group of the research consisted of primary-level students from Tbilisi Public School
No. 161. Various data collection instruments were employed during the research process,
including questionnaires, interviews, observation protocols, and the analysis of students’ work.
Throughout the study, a series of instructional interventions were implemented using the PBL
method, each designed to foster students’ economic and civic competencies through practical,
real-life projects.

Analysis of the collected data demonstrated that project-based learning significantly contributes
to the enhancement of students’ practical skills, the development of critical and analytical
thinking, the cultivation of responsible behavior, and the ability to use resources wisely. As a
result of the intervention, students showed an improved understanding of economic decision-
making and a stronger awareness of their role in contributing to societal development.

In conclusion, the findings suggest that PBL is an effective pedagogical approach that enables
students to apply theoretical knowledge in real-life contexts, supporting their growth as
economically literate and civically engaged individuals. The results of this study are relevant to
enhancing pedagogical practices and informing the innovative development of the national
curriculum.

Keywords: Project-Based Learning, economic literacy, civic literacy, primary education, Design-

Based Research.
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