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Abstract

This master's research represents a practice-based study conducted at Public School #1 of
Khashuri. The research focused on examining the digital safety competencies of lower secondary
school students.

The aim of the study is to explore key challenges related to digital safety that are relevant to ninth-
grade students at Khashuri Public School #1, to identify effective solutions, and to implement
targeted activities that foster the sustainable development of the school community in this
domain. Specifically, the study seeks to enhance digital safety competencies among lower
secondary students, develop the digital skills of the broader school community, and increase
parental involvement in the process.

The research employed a qualitative methodology, namely a practice-based research approach.
Focus groups and document analysis were used as research instruments.

The findings revealed that although students possess general theoretical knowledge of digital
safety, they lack the ability to apply these competencies in practice and in real-life contexts. This
gap is largely attributed to limited collaboration and communication among members of the
school community around digital safety issues. To address this, a series of interventions were
designed and implemented. Specifically, cybersecurity topics were integrated into the ninth-grade
English language curriculum; students participated in case study analysis activities; and they
organized a meeting with parents to raise awareness. These interventions positively impacted
students' digital competencies, increased their social awareness, and strengthened collaboration
among teachers, students, and parents.

As a result, the study contributed to strengthening connections among members of the school
community and laid the foundation for integrating digital safety issues into a broader educational
context.

Keywords: digital safety, personal data protection, digital citizenship, digital literacy.



