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Abstract

The presented work analyzes the attitudes of the local population toward the Emerald
Network sites in Georgia, focusing on 7 selected Emerald sites: Gardabani — GE0000019, Surami 2
— GE0000049, Surami 3 — GE0000050, Surami 4 — GE0000052, Surami 5 — GE0000053, Kvareli-
Shilda — GE0000029, and Jandari — GE0000062, as well as 30 villages located in the surrounding
areas. The study discusses the local community's awareness of and attitude toward the Emerald
Network, the availability and accessibility of information regarding these areas, and the
relationship between Georgia’s Emerald sites and Protected areas of Georgia.

For the analysis, the study employed structured interviews, which formed the core
methodological component. Through this process, residents were asked questions concerning
their knowledge and attitudes regarding the Emerald Network, their use of natural resources, and
related issues. Based on the survey results, the research assessed the level of environmental
awareness among the population, their attitudes toward environmental regulations, and their
willingness to participate in conservation efforts.

The analysis of respondents’ answers revealed that local communities make active use of
surrounding forest and lake resources. Nevertheless, their overall attitude toward the
establishment of different categories of protected areas is positive, and they are willing to
cooperate with the government and management authorities, provided that such cooperation
yields tangible benefits for them.

Key Words: Emerald Network site, local population, local community engagement, protected

areas.

iv



9500¢Mdd

Lo FommE d0dsBbos MfMxgmo odmgbo@m 35E09Mgds 0wosls Lobgadfogm
160390OLOGHYGHOL J0dstrm, 08 M35 BIOMZsb0  TgLodEgdWMddOLy s baGOlbOsbO

3obsmegdolomgols, MHmIgeog  65dOMIoL TGO gdolsl  LORMIZWIE  OTYM.
39bLO3MPOGIMo  FoEErmds  Foby oIz bsE™  Mbo3zgdLOoGIBHOL  gdBHMOgdL,
MMIWId0E IVIVIE935© 993096 339MAdo dmgeo Lolifogwm (argdols gobdsgwrmdsdo,
05305600 3OHMmzgloMmbserobdom s FbsmsFIM00 36033693560 Mo 0053599L B9l
53500980996 25630005690500.

39bL53MPMHGIM  FoEEW ML 3M3bowgd Bgdo bsdMMIol bgerddmzsbgwl, d9FGHM™b
D650 x535b0d30l — 565 FBMEM® LHToFoLEBHMM 65dOIMIDY FMFomdOLSL godmBgboro
dbsM©5FIOOLOMZ0L, 9599 00 2odMMBIMO  MsbsYMIoLs S FMGH035300BOMZ0UL,
G390 956 godmoBobs Lobffagzarm 39H0Mm©ObL 4obds3wmdsdo. dobo MBRY3900 s ImmBobyds
Bg0m30L ©360d3bgerm3zs69L0 ogm.

95 ™S Joedo@™b Bobs ©g30d9L, MMIgEoE 9GO dmbsfomgmdos 33eg30L
529303585 5 AobbM®E09Wwgdsd0. dobo  IHTsMYds  ASTMIOMHZ0L  MMR60DYdST0,
365¢00Bdo s 3OMBLOMWo FBsMIFIMHS 0O 3eromos BsdMmdols Lsdmemm Lsbols
B53MYo009053d0.

31939  95Emdsl  3mbo  g3zgms 03 W9dBHMOL, 3063 Logmmeo  zmobom,
399 30WGOI0MS S 3JN0RBHYMdom bgwo dgdofiym doBbbgdols domigzsdo.

Q5LOLOIEL,  FoEEMBSL  3Mbo Bl 3MEgRgdLs @O LBEALLbMOL  dofgmEo
565aMdols s dMmgboMdOLIMZOL, MoE LT Egdsls d5deg3s, MJLMOLO s O™
LYY 303930365 BodBMTol ba®olbosbo gl gdolismzob.



