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Abstract

This research aims to assess local communities’ attitudes toward the Tana and Tedzami

Protected Landscape and to identify potential sources of social conflict.

Contemporary environmental protection approaches often fail to account for the socio-
economic realities of local populations, which can lead to tensions between governance

practices and everyday rural livelihoods.

The study employs a mixed-method approach: the quantitative component is based on
surveys conducted with 40 respondents, while the qualitative part includes structured
interviews with both local residents and representatives of the protected area administrations,
as well as direct field observations. Date analysis combines descriptive statistics and thematic

content analysis.

Findings indicate that, although residents generally support biodiversity conservation,
practical restriction — such as those on hunting. Fishing, and forest resource use — are

frequently perceived as economic barriers and indication of social injustice.

Challenges related to access to energy and underdeveloped infrastructure were especially
emphasized. Nevertheless, a significant degree of readiness was observed among the local

population to engaged in ecotourism and co-management initiatives.

The thesis concludes with policy recommendation aimed at democratizing governance,
integrating community needs more effectively, and strengthening cooperative relationships

between local communities and state institutions.



