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Abstract

From Kamin’s experiments conducted in 1957, it was known that in active avoidance
learning tasks, rats demonstrated a U-shaped recall curve, which is referred to in the literature
as the Kamin effect.

This study was carried out in two experimental series, A and B. In Series A, we
examined how a prior session of 10 active avoidance trials influenced learning and recall
performance 24 hours later, as well as the parameters of the Kamin effect. In Series B, we
investigated whether a 10-trial fear conditioning session, also conducted 24 hours beforehand,
would have a similar influence.

Series A likewise showed a similar biphasic curve, however the control groups' rats had
a recall curve with two separate minima. But the timing of these minima was different, which
means that the Kamin effect's parameters had changed in important ways. But the timing of
these low moments was different, which shows that the Kamin effect changed in a distinct
way. This pattern didn't happen in Series B; recall stayed high no matter how long it took.
This means that the rats were able to remember the memory better during the active

avoidance training that came after the aversive conditioning.

Key Words: Kamin’s effect, active avoidance, fear conditioning, memory consolidation,

aversive stimuli.



