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Abstract

The master’s thesis focuses on the legal framework for Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) of hydroelectric power plants (HPPs) in Georgia, particularly in the context of the
country’s harmonization with European Union (EU) directives. The research aims to analyse
the extent to which Georgian legislation aligns with the requirements of EU Directive
2011/92/EU, and what challenges emerge in practice, especially during the EIA process of HPP
projects.

A quantitative research method was used for the study, alongside an analysis of both national
and European legislation. A document review was conducted, and real-life case studies were
assessed. The study also highlights problems related to data accessibility and shortcomings in
the assessment of transboundary environmental impacts.

The findings show that Georgia’s Environmental Assessment Code represents significant
progress at the legislative level. However, in practice, there is still a lack of in-depth
evaluations, public engagement, data transparency, and full consideration of the requirements
of the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive (2014/52/EU). Deficiencies were identified
in institutional coordination as well as in the systematization of digital archives.

The significance of this thesis lies in its identification of systemic issues that hinder the
effective implementation of the EIA process. The study provides concrete recommendations
for legislative and institutional reforms, which would represent an important step toward

improving environmental governance in Georgia.

Keywords: Environmental Impact Assessment, Hydropower Plants, Georgian Legislation,

EU Directives, Data Accessibility, Environmental Management.
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