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Abstract

The paper discusses the specifics of the first contact of juveniles with the criminal justice
system and the related procedural guarantees.
Given that juveniles belong to a sensitive and vulnerable group, legal responses toward them
require a particularly cautious, humane, and professional approach.

The research analyzes key international documents, including the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice
(Beijing Rules), the Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (Riyadh Guidelines),
and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
Special attention is given to the influence of these instruments on Georgian domestic legislation
and their practical implementation.

The paper thoroughly examines key issues such as: the juvenile’s right to be informed, the
right to free legal assistance, proportionality of detention periods, and the participation of a parent
or representative in the process. It also discusses existing practical shortcomings at the
investigative stage and their impact on the procedural security of minors.

The aim of the paper is to assess the compliance of Georgian legislation with international
standards and to identify areas requiring reform to better safeguard the best interests of the child.

Keywords: Juvenile justice, first contact, legal guarantees, detention, interrogation, best
interests of the child, principle of proportionality, procedural representative, specialized justice,

access to a lawyer, international and national standards.



