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The effective functioning of a modern rule-of-law state requires the establishment of clear legal
boundaries between administrative and criminal measures to safeguard fundamental individual
rights and ensure full adherence to the principles of fair trial. This thesis takes as its point of
departure the pressing need for such differentiation and seeks to provide an in-depth analysis of
both Georgian and international legal frameworks to identify the substantive and functional

distinctions between responses to administrative offenses and criminal sanctions.

The research employs an analytical methodology and draws on legal doctrine, alongside the
jurisprudence of the Georgian courts and the European Court of Human Rights. The thesis
explores the typology of legal response measures, key criteria for their differentiation, and existing
shortcomings within Georgian legislation and practice. Particular attention is given to factors such
as the objectives of the measures, their severity, the scope of procedural safeguards, and their

impact on fundamental rights.

The findings reveal that, in certain cases, Georgia’s system for addressing administrative offenses
does not ensure a sufficiently clear distinction from criminal justice responses, thereby creating
potential risks of human rights violations. The thesis formulates recommendations aimed at
harmonizing legislation, enhancing procedural guarantees, and ensuring alignment with
international standards. The conclusions reached are intended to contribute to the improvement
of legal practice and to promote greater transparency and legal predictability in the application of

both administrative and criminal measures.



