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Abstract

The freedom of Assembly plays a vital role in the formation and development of a democratic
society. It constitutes one of the fundamental forms of political, social, and cultural
engagement by the citizens and serves as a defining mechanism of democratic governance. In
the context of Georgia’s statehood, assemblies have historically held particular significance —
acting both as instruments for genhancing national consciousness and as catalysts for political

and social change.

In recent years, there have been a noticeable increase in the number of public assemblies and
demonstrations concerning political, socio-economic, and cultural issues. Moreover,
continuous protests have been ongoing in Georgia for several hundred days. This trend reflects
a growing sense of civic awareness and an increasing desire among citizens to participate in

democratic processes.

Today, the legal assessment of the right to assembly has become especially relevant —
particularly in regard to how effectively the state fulfills its obligations in facilitating
assemblies, protecting participants and ensuring public safety. Of special concern are the
recent amendments to the Law on Assemblies and Manifestations, which have been sharply

criticized by numerous international and local organizations.

The objective of this paper is to identify the main challeges associated with the exercise of the
right in Georgia. The study also seeks to provide recommendations aimed at improving legal

mechanisms and supporting the effective realization of the freedom of assembly in practice.

The research employs methods of system analysis, doctrinal research, comparative legal

analysis and descriptive inquiry.

The study also draws upon a range of scholarly works and court decisions, which contribute
significantly to the interpretation of vague legal definitions and the establishment of practical

standards.

The findings of the research reveal systemic shortcomings both in Georgian legislation and in
its implementation, which are summarized in the concluding section of the paper in the form

of key findings and policy recommendations.
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