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Abstract

The aim of this thesis is to explore the perspectives of qualifying an act committed under the
conditions of Battered Woman Syndrome as self-defense. Specifically, it examines whether, in
cases of long-term and systematic abuse, a victim’s act of physical retaliation against the abuser
can be legally classified as necessary self-defense. To this end, the research analyzes the nature
and characteristics of domestic violence, as well as the reasons victims often choose to remain
with their abusers. Special emphasis is placed on the immediacy criterion of self-defense, which

in traditional interpretation requires that the attack and the defensive act occur simultaneously.

The thesis is based on comparative legal analysis and draws on the case law of the European
Court of Human Rights and the common courts of Georgia. Through this analysis, the study
identifies existing challenges and outlines the scope of the right to self-defense. To address the
challenges revealed by the research, the thesis offers recommendations concerning the need for

legislative reform and the implementation of a gender-sensitive justice system.

Given the scarcity of discussion on this topic in legal scholarship, this work represents an
attempt to critically assess the criteria for necessary self-defense and to examine the possibility
of qualifying a victim’s defensive act as lawful under the framework of Battered Woman

Syndrome.
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