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Abstract

This paper provides readers with an opportunity to examine the measures undertaken by state
authorities inclined toward authoritarianism to restrict academic freedom within higher education
institutions. The research underscores that, on a global scale, the advancement and progress of
contemporary higher education activities are significantly contingent upon the degree of academic
freedom afforded.

Specifically, the paper encompasses a detailed review and comparative legal analysis of both the
legislative frameworks and executive mechanisms of European Union member states and non-
member countries. This analysis highlights instances where deficiencies in democratic liberties
directly result in the illegitimate restriction of academic freedom. In authoritarian regimes, higher
education institutions become entirely vulnerable to political interference and attack;
consequently, under the scope of state control and pressure, the process of education assumes a
largely superficial character.

The study further elucidates that academic freedom is rooted in a diverse array of historical,
cultural, and political factors; it evolves according to temporal and geographical context, and is

therefore more complex and relevant today than ever before.

The practices discussed demonstrate that, by its very nature, the right to education necessitates a
certain degree of state regulation. However, on the other hand, a genuinely beneficial educational
environment can only be cultivated in circumstances free from excessive state intervention. Such
interference is entirely suppressed in those countries that are experiencing the growing influence

of the two giants of authoritarianism—Russia and China.

Keywords: Academic freedom; academic staff; higher education institution; right to education;

autocracy; institutional autonomy.



