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Abstract

This thesis presents a study on the criminal regulation of forced marriage and the systemic
challenges associated with it in the context of both international and Georgian law. The
research is grounded in the view that forced marriage constitutes a gender-based crime, rooted
in the harmful social practice of patriarchy. As a form of violence now globally recognized as
harmful, forced marriage has increasingly drawn the attention of legal scholars, especially as
existing legal frameworks have proven inadequate in ensuring the effective protection of
fundamental human rights and freedoms. The primary aim of this research is to highlight,
through evidence-based analysis, the urgency of the problem resulting from the overly lenient
legal treatment of forced marriage. Protection from such harmful practices is particularly vital
for vulnerable groups, especially minors, who continue to fall victim to culture, tradition, and
harmful social norms. Moreover, more refined (and often invisible) forms of coercion require
precise legal recognition and assessment. The necessity of change is evident, as demonstrated
by this thesis: the growing number of victims indicates that existing regulations do not
adequately combat this crime. According to the study, the core issue lies in the trivialization
of harmful cultural practices and the lack of appropriate legal evaluation. The final part of this
thesis offers a set of legislative reform proposals, implementation of which would mark a

significant step toward eliminating forms of discrimination against women.
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