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Abstract

In 2010, a new version of the Criminal Procedure Code was enacted in Georgia, which
contained many innovations. One of them was indirect testimony. It is from this period that
it appears for the first time in the legislation as an independent type of evidence. From that
period to the present day, the definition of indirect testimony in the law has been changed
several times, the reason for which was its vagueness in individual cases and in some cases its

inconsistency with constitutional principles.

Despite the changes made in the Criminal Procedure Code, the definition of circumstantial
testimony is still lacking. Specific cases and circumstances of its admissibility are not
specified. As in the 2015 decision by the Constitutional Court, Zurab Mikadze was sentenced
against the Parliament of Georgia, it is important to fully and clearly reflect indirect
testimony in the code and to establish in the law specific cases in which it will be possible to

use indirect testimony.

Using various scientific sources, judicial decisions and normative materials, the general
history of the origin and development of circumstantial testimony will be discussed in the
paper, and the importance of this type of evidence for the legal systems of individual states
will be determined by clarifying the place of circumstantial testimony in the legislation of
foreign countries. The standard of the European Court of Human Rights will gain importance
in the direction that it creates a general framework regarding the admissibility of indirect
testimony, which establishes the scope and volume of the use of the given evidence.
Determining the extent of the use of indirect testimony in the Georgian legislation and the
practice of the general courts of Georgia will create an idea of what shortcomings exist and

what prospects there are for correction in the future.



The results of the research will be given at the end of the paper. Based on the analyzed
issues, what conclusions were drawn regarding the limitation of the issue of admissibility of
indirect testimony in the Code of Criminal Procedure. The question will be raised as to what
type and volume of changes the legal definition of indirect testimony needs in order to fully

and clearly establish it in the law.
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