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Abstract

Simone Weil contends that Christianity's neglect of core Stoic elements, which had once been
cultivated by historical Christianity, led to its abstract nature. For Weil, this abstraction stems from
Christianity’s severed connection to the supernatural Good—a schism this work traces to a
particularist view shaped by humanity’s alienation and uprootedness from the immanent world.
According to the thesis of this work, for Weil, Christianity cannot be "truly incarnated" unless it
integrates the core tenets of the Stoic theory of virtue. Authentic Greek Stoicism, according to Weil,
consists in the perfection of desire and obedience, as well as universal love. Weil identifies a notion
aligned with such an understanding of virtue in two distinct teachings of Christ. In one instance,
Christ instructs his disciples to imitate the lily of the valley and the birds of the air, i.e., not to worry
about the future and to submit to fate, and elsewhere Christ teaches them to observe the equal
distribution of the light of the sun and the rain, and in this they should come to see the impartiality
of the heavenly father. For humankind, obedience and universality—foundational to the world’s
order and beauty—require deliberate effort. Namely, attention and endurance sustained by desire
and love. Precisely this stance, put forward in the commandment as hupomoné, embraces the
concealed and the invisible, the afflicted, along with the beauty of the world and God himself. The
soul’s alienation and uprootedness explain the inaccessibility of the concealed. Accordingly, this
work addresses these themes through the lens of Oikeiosis—a Stoic and early Christian theological

concept of reclaiming the alienated and estranged.
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