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Abstract

The paper discusses a specific type of epistemic feelings known as noetic feelings, focusing on their
characteristics, interpretation, and normative value. These feelings play a crucial role in the
reasoning process by providing important information about the status of ongoing cognitive
activities. This information helps regulate the reasoning process and informs decision-making, such
as whether to terminate reasoning, gather more information, or change strategies. For instance, a
student who feels confident that they have successfully learned the exam material might switch to
a different task. Similarly, a researcher may realize that their argument does not effectively support
their position, prompting them to alter their research strategy. The study of noetic feelings is
framed within a metacognitive context, as metacognition involves the control and monitoring of
first-order cognitive processes. Therefore, noetic feelings naturally fit into metacognitive theory.
This paper argues that noetic feelings do not offer sufficient grounds for justifying beliefs;
rather, they serve as a catalyst for pursuing a particular line of inquiry. The essential characteristic
of epistemic justification is posited to be its shareability, enabling knowledge to be assessed not
only within the confines of the coherence of the agent's background beliefs that evoke the noetic
feeling, but also through the engagement of others. This process necessitates the clear articulation

and explication of reasons.

Key Words: metacognition, noetic feeling, epistemic justification.
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