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The Forms of Depicting Reality and Magic Realism in Goderdzi Chokheli’s Novel The Red Wolf

Abstract

This Master Thesis aims to research the forms of the depiction of reality and the role of
magical realism in Goderdzi Chokheli’s novel 7he Red Wolf. The research outlines the role of
Eastern Georgian myths and fairy tales in forming the metaphors and narrative techniques of the
novel, which, on the other hand, is clearly oriented towards depicting, or even revealing the
brutality of the Soviet reality. These can be considered characteristic signs of magical realism. The
novel has not been analysed before in the context of magical realism and has not been compared
to the works of Latin American authors. However, the presence of mystical elements on the one
hand and the interest towards the genre of magical realism and Latin American literature among
Georgian authors on the other give the ground for seeing Goderdzi Chokheli’s works in this light.

It’s significant that the author applies local myths and fairy tales with the goal of depicting
the vast context of the brutal Soviet regime and its evil power as it influences also the small area
of the Eastern Georgian mountainous region. Thus, the artistic task of bringing the narrative
technique of magical realism into Georgian literature is combined with the goal of creating an
anti-Soviet novel and revealing the true nature of the Soviet regime.

Key words: Georgian literature, magical realism, myth, fairy tale, narration, Soviet Union.



