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"Eco-Villages as a Sustainable Approach to Heritage Conservation in Mountain 

Villages of Georgia" 

Mariami Midelashvili 

Abstract 

This master's thesis aims to study the role of the concept of eco-villages in the preservation of 

cultural and environmental heritage in the mountain villages of Georgia. Ecovillages are 

sustainable settlements based on traditional knowledge and practices that contributes to the 

development of local communities and the creation of an ecologically clean environment. 

Qualitative research was used as part of the study, where semi-structured interviews were 

conducted with interested parties. Representatives of non-governmental and governmental 

organizations, as well as representatives of the field of tourism, participated in the research. In 

addition, a review of both the literature and the legal framework was carried out. 

The study revealed the positive role of eco-villages in terms of cultural and environmental 

heritage preservation in the mountain villages of Georgia. Their impact on local communities 

and environmental sustainability was clearly identified, and the main challenges and 

opportunities needed for the development of ecovillages were identified. At the same time, 

the need to adapt the global experience to the context of the mountain villages of Georgia was 

highlighted. 

Key words: ecovillages, cultural heritage, environmental heritage, mountain villages, 

sustainable development, Georgia. 

 

 

 


