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Annotation

The Master's Thesis is about information warfare: an analysis of communication strategies in the
Russia-Ukraine war.

The aim of the research is to study the attitude of different groups regarding the reliability of the

information disseminated by the news media during the Russia-Ukraine war.

Relevant scientific sources, literary analysis are used in the work to collect data and study the
issue in depth around the research topic. Qualitative research method was chosen as the research
method. In particular - focus groups. The participants in the study were selected by targeted
sampling, namely women and men over 60 years old living in Tbilisi, as well as students with an
active status in Tbilisi's higher education institutions.

As a result of the research, the following main findings were revealed: all the interviewed
respondents are informed about the Russian-Ukrainian war, and all of them have information
about the media where they can get new information about the Russian-Ukrainian war.
According to the results of the research, respondents over 60, both women and men, name
television as the main means of information, mainly Georgian media. However, most of them also
have access to social networks, namely Facebook, where they get news at the same time as
television. An interesting finding was revealed in the survey of men over 60 years old, some of
them use print media as a means of information. As for the surveyed students, the majority of
them use social networks, as well as foreign media and foreign websites, to get information. It
should be noted that, due to the absence of a language barrier, it is more comfortable for them to
receive new information about the Russia-Ukraine war from foreign sources. They have
information about troll-bots hired by the Russian government, which Russia uses in information
warfare and spreads Russian narratives through them.

As for the objective information media, the respondents unanimously name Georgian and foreign
sources, they show more trust in them and believe that they get objective information from the
mentioned sources. In all age groups of the interviewees, Russian news media are named as
unreliable and disinformation sources, they believe that the Russian media spreads fake news both
on the Internet and through TV channels in order to influence their own population, as well as
to confirm their power in the eyes of the international community.

Overall, the results of the study were consistent with the generally accepted opinion about the
goals and means of information warfare. The majority of the respondents confirmed their
knowledge in this direction, and also clearly and argumentatively expressed their negative
attitude towards fake information and the necessary need to receive objective and accurate

information.



