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Abstract

Drug abuse is one of the main challenges for the modern world and is a significant social
problem. The issue of drug policy development is crucial for states because it can have both
positive and negative impacts on the drug situation in the country. Drug policy consists of
strategies and measures developed by the state to regulate the production, distribution, and
consumption of narcotic substances. It is a multifaceted and complex issue that includes legal,
repressive, medical, social, and educational aspects. One of the main challenges of drug policy
is maintaining a balance between drug-related harm reduction and control. The main
difficulty in this process is that, on the one hand, emphasis is placed on the decriminalization
of consumption, harm reduction programs, and access to treatment, while on the other hand,
preference is given to strict legal regulation, criminal sanctions, and categorical punishment of

drug dealers.

Protecting both public and individual health is the duty of a democratic state. For the correct
management of healthcare, an objective assessment of the existing drug policy in Georgia and
the analysis of its effectiveness are of great importance. This will allow us to determine what
influence the state drug policy has on the dynamics of psychoactive substance consumption in
the country and what changes are needed to improve the situation. Accordingly, the aim of
this research is to analyze the drug policy implemented in Georgia from 2012 to 2024 and

assess its impact on drug consumption trends.

This master's thesis was developed based on secondary research. Published studies, reports,
academic articles, government regulations, and guidelines of international organizations in the
field of addiction were evaluated. The results of the research showed that the existing
legislation and practices in Georgia still need improvement. Current changes in health
indicators were highlighted. Challenges still exist in terms of producing perfect data. State

financing of treatment is steadily (although insufficiently) increasing. Positive trends are also



observed, particularly, the population of People Who Inject Drugs (PWID)I s slowly
decreasing. In recent years, the number of people undergoing opioid maintenance therapy has

increased significantly.

Based on the analysis, certain recommendations were developed. State agencies should expand
and strengthen the circle of beneficiaries involved in evidence-based prevention programs,
make opioid substitution programs available in the regions, strengthen treatment and
rehabilitation programs, ensure sustainable funding, and increase public awareness of drug

addiction issues.



